RAMIFICATIONS OF SHOGHI EFFENDI’'S MOMENTOUS PROCLAMATION OF 9 JANUARY, 1951

“PROCLAIM National Assemblies of East and West

weighty epoch-making decision of formation of first UNIVERSAL Final or
INTERNATIONAL BAHA'I COUNCIL... marking most “SACRED HOUSE OF “Efflorescent”
significant milestone in evolution of Administrative HEAD” JUSTICE

Order... Nascent Institution... this first EMBRYONIC

INTERNATIONAL INSTITUTION... which history will

acclaim as the GREATEST EVENT shedding luster
upon the second epoch of the Formative Age of the “SACRED “INTERNATIONAL
Baha’i Dispensation, potentially unsurpassed by HEAD” ELECTED BODY”
any enterprize undertaken since the inception of the

Administrative Order of he Faith on morrow of
*Abdu’l-Baha’s Ascension...” [Caps added]

Third Stage

Second Stage (to be

Shoghi Effendi [Cablegram 9 Jan.1951] “ SI—I;_\E(,:A%I’:_'D INTERNATIONAL accomplished by 1963

(Chief Judge) BAHA'I COURT based on plan of Shoghi
Effendi)

Nine Hands elected in the future from their own number to
serve under the Guardian at the World Center as specified in
the Will and Testament of ‘Abdu’l-Baha.

INTERNATIONAL
“SACRED v
HEAD” BAHA’I COUNCIL

First Active Stage

First Active Stage
Coincident with passing
of Shoghi Effendi

Under Future Guardian

r)OFI—

HEAD OF THE FAITH
. “CENTER OF THE CAUSE” BE, S tod b INTERNATIONAL
Hands in the Holy Land (upon S E's (appointed by

(during ministry of Shoghi Effendi ) (VIS passing Shoghi Effendi BA(HSA L%ggyg”;
of Shoghi .
¢b¢¢ Lleed ; (Formed 9 Jan. 1951)
1921-1957 Ruhiyyih Khdnum - “chosen liaison”

Ruhiyyih Khanum - “chosen liaison thus precluding assumption of Presidency himsel

between me and the Council” Provisionally assumed “Greatly welcome assistance of the newly-formed International Council,

Charles Mason Remey- Pres.of Council | administrative supervision particularly its President, Mason Remey, and its Vice-President, Amelia Collins, ... ”
Amelia Collins- V.P. of Council of NSA’s in absence of an Shoghi Effendi  [Cablegram March 2, 1951]
Leroy loas- Secty. General of Council active National Council
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SECONDARY SECONDARY SECONDARY SECONDARY SECONDARY SECONDARY
HOUSES OF JUSTICH HOUSES OF JUSTIC HOUSES OF JUSTICH HOUSES OF JUSTICH HOUSES OF JUSTIC HOUSES OF JUSTICH

Third Stage Third Stage Third Stage Third Stage Third Stage Third Stage
5 NATIONAL COURTS 1 NATIONAL COURT
(prior to Ridvan 1963) (prior to Ridvan 1963) Second Stage Second Stage Second Stage Sl Sl
NSA’s NSA’s NSA’s NSA’s NOA'S NSA’s

. : : . Australasia and I
Asian Continent African Continent European Continent American Continent Pacific area Middle East

President

> Inactive Embryonic Stage
(9 Jan.1951- 4 Nov.1957)

“. . .the embryo possesses from the
first all perfections, . . .in one word
all the powers - but they are not
visible, and become so only by
degrees.” ‘ABDU’L-BAHA
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LOCAL LOCAL LOCAL LOCAL LOCAL LOCAL
HOUSES OF JUSTICH HOUSES OF JUSTICE HOUSES OF JUSTICE HOUSES OF JUSTICE HOUSES OF JUSTICE HOUSES OF JUSTICE

Third Stage Third Stage Third Stage Third Stage Third Stage Third Stage
Second Stage Second Stage Second Stage Second Stage Second Stage Second Stage

LSA’s LSA’s LSA’s LSA’s LSA’s LSA’s

KEY: Spiritual functions performed by the
Guardian and Hands of the Cause
assigned localities by him as shown.

International Bah&'i Council ( embryonic UHJ) appointed by
Shoghi Effendi, 9 Jan.1951, and its HEAD announced in 2 Mar.
1951 but retained in INACTIVE status as a functioning

administrative body during remaining years of his ministry. Appointed Guardian-to-Be coincident with

passing of Shoghi Effendi (4 Nov.1957).

Projected 1st active stage of IBC, coincident with passing of
Shoghi Effendi, and consequent exercise of administrative

Lines linking Guardian to the Hands
authority over subordinate administrative bodies.

performing duties under his direction.

2nd stage of IBC as International Bah&'i Court with initial parallel
development of 6 identified NSA's into National Courts by Ridvan
1963 as outlined in goals of 10 Year Crusade.

Lines showing provisional direction exercised
by Guardian pending functioning of active IBC.

3rd evolutionary stage of administrative institutions paralleling

Lines indicating administrative jurisdiction
development of IBC, as the progress of the Faith permits.

exercised by National Spiritual Assemblies

over Local Spiritual Assemblies.
Projected “efflorescence” of IBC as Universal House of Justice

and parallel evolution of subordinate Houses of Justice in

) ) : Lines showing jurisdiction that is exercised
accordance with terms of Will and Testament of ‘Abdu’l-Bahéa.

by an actively functioning International
Bah&'i Council over subordinate bodies.
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1. Evolutionary development of Baha'i Administrative Institutions at national
and local levels will not be simultaneous but, for example, in the case of the initially exercised by the International Bah&'i
establishment of Bah&'i Courts will depend on authority granted by governments. Court over National Bah&i Courts.

2. The then 27 Hands of the Cause were assigned by Shoghi Effendi to areas shown. Additi_onal Nati_onal Baha' Court_s will be
established as circumstances permit.

Lines indicating supreme judicial authority

J I 1IpIpoe

3. National Bah&'i Courts were to be established by Ridvan 1963 in Baghdad, Cairo,
Kabul, Karachi, New Delhi and Tihran.

“It is incumbent upon the guardian of the Cause of God to appoint in his own “Atthe World Center of the Faith, where, at long
life-time him that shall become his successor, that differences may not arise last the machinery of its highest institutions
after his passing.” Will and Testament of ‘Abdu’l-Bah& has been erected,...”

Cablegram Shoghi Effendi, 30 June, 1952



